
Newton School Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Education Center, Frazier Room (#210) 
June 15, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Chairperson Matt Hills, Vice-Chairperson Margie Ross Decter, 

Margaret Albright, Diana Fisher Gomberg, Ellen Gibson, Ruth 
Goldman, Angela Pitter-Wright, Steven Siegel, Newton North High 
School student representatives Catherine Pierce and Katherine 
Summers  

 
 
Call to Order 

 
The Committee convened in open session at 6:20 p.m. and, by roll call vote, 
unanimously approved to convene in executive session for the purpose of discussing 
strategy for collective bargaining. The Committee reconvened in open session at 7:00 
p.m., at which time the Chairperson called the meeting to order.   
 
Polling Place Change 
 
Margie Ross Decter provided information on this topic.  A number of different polling 
locations are being considered for elimination across the City and this is an opportunity 
for them to weigh in on the issue.  Unfortunately it did not get vetted by the school 
system in a timely manner, so once that was realized it was agreed that this will not be 
impacting this coming fall.  The Election Commission noted that the purpose for 
relocation of some of the elementary school voting locations is to alternate sites for 
safety and security reasons.  The proposal is to move the Bowen, Countryside and 
Memorial-Spaulding locations to the Newton South High School.  Some concerns raised 
were traffic and parking.  This item will be back on a future agenda. 
 
Student Assignment Recommendations 

 
Deputy Superintendent/Chief Administrative Officer Sandy Guryan, along with Donna 
Dinisko of APPGEO and Sandy’s staff Julie Kirrane, Sean Mannion and Susan 
Dzikowski presented this topic. The recommendations of six months of study by the 
Student Assignment Working Group were presented.  This work was based on 
assignment changes necessary to relieve school crowding and utilize expanded 
capacity at new schools.  They began with a synopsis of the background of the topic, 
followed by the various communication efforts to the entire community including 
meetings, public forums, letters, website, updates, maps, and press releases.  The topic 
of buffer zones was lengthy. The goal from the outset has been to achieve the most 
favorable results with the fewest negative impacts.  It was noted that the chosen option 
(Scenario G.3), achieves enrollment goals for the expanded Angier and Zervas schools,  
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holds family impact to a minimum, and has additional benefits for students, schools and  
communities.  It is sensitive to walking and transit needs.  It improves the balance of 
north and south feeder patterns. It was also noted that no student already attending a 
school would be moved nor would there be any change to the sibling policy.  An in-
depth Q & A with the School Committee followed the presentation.  A large amount of 
details on this topic is available on the website.   
 
Discussion and Possible Vote:  Resolution on Senate Bill on High School Start Time 

 

Margaret Albright presented this topic.  Senator Cream has a bill that would call for       
a commission to look at start time for middle and high school students across the 
state.  A resolution has been developed which requires a vote and submission to the 
Mass. Association of School Committees at the November delegation, to have it put 
on their agenda to decide whether this is an issue to support.  A motion was made to 
support this process (Goldman), seconded (Gibson) and approved 8-0 (absent 
Mayor). 
 
MASC Recognition Nomination 
 
Margie Ross Decter announced the nomination of Emily Prenner for the MASC 
Community Leader for Public Education Award.  This award recognizes an individual 
community leader who has demonstrated outstanding support for the public schools.   
 
Fiscal & Operational Report 
 
Sandy Guryan provided an update on the Fiscal & Operational Report.  As of June 
1, 2015, the district has spent 82% of the annual budget, with a year-end balance of 
$584,000, which continues to include the FY13 carry forward reserve of $577,000. 
All utility accounts have increased by $21,000, with a projected annual deficit of 
$116,000, due mainly to natural gas used to heat the buildings. Savings in supplies 
and equipment reflect the early June closing date for new purchase orders.  
Additional savings in Student Services accounts including transportation and aides 
salaries more than offset increases in out-of-district tuition and contracted services.  
More details are included in the report. 
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Update on Aquinas and Space Planning 
 
The Superintendent gave a brief update on this topic. Tonight the Board of Aldermen 
is likely voting on acquiring Aquinas. It was determined that work needs to be done 
in the building including replacement of all windows, which would likely not occur 
until December or January due to the bidding process.  Replacing windows in the 
winter would not be a good timeframe and would also be more expensive.  It would 
be too disruptive to move the preschool in the middle of the year.  Therefore, the 
original hope of moving the preschool in for next year appears not to be possible and 
the situation will remain status quo in the meantime.  They have also been looking at 
moving some high school programs that will also most likely remain status quo.  The 
one issue of concern is Lincoln Eliot, which is increasing by a section and that has to 
be addressed.  All that said, everyone is still very excited about Aquinas as a terrific 
facility and a working group is being developed to address all these issues. 
 
End of Year Report on Systemwide Goals 
 
The Chair outlined the anticipated process.  Tonight the Superintendent reviews the 
current Systemwide Goals in the areas of Educational, Managerial, Operational, and 
Community.  The Committee will ask questions and have discussion.  At the next 
meeting there will be a discussion and input on the FY16 Systemwide Goals.  In July 
those will be presented as a first draft and approved at the first meeting in 
September.   
 
The Superintendent then referenced the midyear goal report, which he gave in 
March. He then presented a partial list of items.  
 
Committee members provided input and suggestions for the next round of Goals.   
 

 

Discussion on Process for Superintendent Evaluation 
             

The Chair noted that a subcommittee was selected to work on this issue (Angela, 
Margaret and himself) to review any recommended changes to make the process 
better. This is not about the evaluation itself, which will come later, but rather the 
process.  They conducted research, spoke with other districts, and met with the 
Superintendent to review the process, rubrics, what was relevant and available 
evidence.  All members asked questions and provided input. They will discuss their 
individual reviews at the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 



6-15-15 
Page 4 

 
 

Vote on School Committee Appointments to EDCO 
 

A motion was made (Goldman), seconded (Gibson) and unanimously approved to 
appoint Diana Fisher Gomberg to be the voting board member to EDCO and 
Superintendent David Fleishman as the member to the Advisory Committee. 
 
 

Vote to Approve Minutes 
 
A motion was made (Goldman), seconded (Pitter-Wright)) and unanimously accepted to  
approve the School Committee meeting minutes of 5-11-15 (with a minor correction on 
titles) and 5-27-15. 
 
Communications 
 
The Chair noted that Ellen has been asked to be on the steering Committee for 
SAM/SEL Alliance of Massachusetts, which was a very great honor. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


